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COAL WASHERIES 

1. Effluent discharge standards 

 

• The coal washeries shall maintain the close circuit operation with zero effluent discharge. 

• If in case due to some genuine problems like periodic cleaning of the system, heavy 
rainfall etc. it become necessary to discharge the effluent of sewer/land/stream then the 
effluent shall conform to the following standards at the final outlet of the coal washery.  

 

S.No. Parameter Limits 
1.  pH  5.5-9.0  
2.  Total suspended solids  100 mg/l  
3.  Oil & grease  10 mg/l  
4.  B.O.D. (3 days, 27°C)  30 mg/l  
5.  COD  250 mg/l  
6.  Phenolics  1.0 mg/l   

2. Noise level standards 

 

• Operational/Working zone-not to exceed 85 dB(A) Leq for 8 hours exposure.  
• The ambient air quality standards in respect of noise as notified under Environmental 

(Protection) Rules, 1986 shall be followed at the boundary line of the coal washery.  

3. Code of practice for Coal Washery 

 

• Wate or Water mixed chemical shall be sprayed at all strategic coal transfer points such 
as conveyors, loading unloading points etc. As far as practically possible conveyors, 
transfer points etc. shall be provided with enclosures.  

• The crushers/pulverisers of the coal washeries shall be provided with enclosures, fitted 
with suitable air pollution control measures and finally emitted through a stack of 
minimum height of 30 m, conforming particulate emission standard of 150 mg/Nm3 or 
provided with adequate water sprinkling arrangement.  

• Water sprinkling by using fine atomizer nozzeles arrangement shall be provided on the 
coal heaps and on land around the crushers/pulverisers.  

• Area, in and around the coal washery shall be pucca either asphalted or concreted.  
• Water consumption in the coal washery shall not exceed 1.5 cubic meter per tonne of 

coal.  
• The efficiency of the settling ponds of the waste water treatment system of the coal 

washery shall not be less than 90%.  
• Green belt shall be developed along the road side, coal handling plants, residential 

complex, office builing an all around the boundary line of the coal washery.  
• Storage bunkers, hoppers, rubber decks in chutes and centrifugal chutes shall be 

provided with proper rubber linings.  
• Vehicles movement in the coal washery area shall be regulated effectively to avoid traffic 

congestion. High pressure horn shall be prohibited. Smoke emission from heavy duty 
vehicle operating in the coal washeries should conform the standards prescribed under 
Motor Vehicle Rules 1989.  

Source : EPA, 1986 
[GSR 7, dated December 27, 1998]  

 


