OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Constituted by the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal in Original
Application no.138 and 139 of 2016, OA N0.916/2018 (earlier OA

No.101 of 2014) OA No.606 of 2018 and OA No.1040 of 2018

(Official Address: Tower No.5, 4tk Floor, Forest Complex,
Sector 68, SAS Nagar) Tel. No. 0172-2298091
Email: cecghaggar@gmail.com

To

L. The Member Secretary,
Punjab Pollution Control Board,
Patiala.

2, The Member Secretary,
Haryana Pollution Control Board,
Panchkula.

No. CEC/2019/549-550
Dated: 22.11.2019

Subject:  Minutes of the 15th meeting of the Executive Committee held
under the Chairmanship of Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge,
Punjab and Haryana High Court and now as Chairman of the
Executive Committee on 18.11.2019 at 10:00 AM onward in
compliance of Hon’ble NGT order dated 7.8.2018 in OA no.
138/139 of 2016 in the matter of Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred
Ghaggar river (Suo-Motu Case) and Yogendra Kumar with the
officers of State of Punjab and State of Haryana.

Please find enclosed herewith minutes of the 15th meeting of the Executive
Committee held under the Chairmanship of Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge,
Punjab and Haryana High Court and now as Chairman of the Executive
Committee on 18.11.2019 at 10:00 AM onward in compliance of Hon’ble NGT
order dated 7.8.2018 in OA no. 138/139 of 2016 in the matter of Stench Grips
Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar river (Suo-Motu Case) and Yogendra Kumar with the
officers of State of Punjab and State of Haryana.

It is requested that these minutes may be conveyed under your signatures to
all the concerned officers of your State under intimation to this office to take
further action on the decisions taken in the said meeting.

DA/As above.
(Dr. xgabu REA|™s

Member,
Executive Committee

Endst. No. CEC/2019/551 Dated: 22.11.2019

Copy of the above is forwarded to Principal Secretary, Science & Technology &
Environment, Punjab Civil Secretariat-2, Sector 9, Chandigarh for information
and necessary action.

(Dr. Babu Ram§*"
Member,
Executive Committee




Minutes of the 15" meeting of the Executive Committee held under the
Chairmanship of Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab and Haryana High
Court and now as Chairman of the Executive Committee on 18.11.2019 at
10:00 AM onward in compliance of Hon'ble NGT order dated 7.8.2018 in OA
no. 138/139 of 2016 in the matter of Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar
river (Suo-Motu Case) and Yogendra Kumar with the officers of State of
Punjab and State of Haryana.

The list of the participants is as per Annexure-1.

The agenda of the meeting was taken up for discussion as under:

A) State of Haryana
1. Status of installation new STPs/upgradation of STPs

The Member Secretary, Haryana State pollution Control Board apprised as under:

e 17 STPs are under construction.

e Qut of these 17 STPs, 100% construction work of 4 STPs namely Thanesar,
Kurukshetra, Sirsa and Jakhal mandi has been completed.

o About 92-95% construction work of 3 STPs for the towns viz. Barara, Jind and
Kot has been completed and these shall be commissioned by 30.11.2019.

* More than 70% construction work of 3 STPs of the town namely Khagesara &
Toka, Nangal & Alipur and Sukhdarshanapur has been completed and these STPs
shall be commissioned by 31.12.2019.

e About 50 % work of 3 STPs for the towns namely Khatoli, Bhuna and Dabra has
been completed and these STPs shall be commissioned by 28.2.2020.

e 30 % construction work of one STP of Ambala town has been completed and it
shall be commissioned by 30.6.2020.

e Minor construction work (2-5%) w.r.t 3 STPs for the towns namely 12 Cross
Road Ambala, Billa and Khuda Khurd (Ambala) has been done and these STPs
shall be commissioned by 30.9.2020.

It was informed that no upgradation of existing STPs is being done.

The Chairman of the Executive Committee directed that all the STPs shall be
installed and commissioned within the time schedule as mentioned above and
these STPs shall achieve the standards as directed by Hon'ble NGT in OA no.

h 1069 of 2018 in the matter of Nitin Shankar Deshpanday Vs Union of India and

Others at BOD: 10 mg/I.




2. Performance/operational status of existing STPs

It was informed that out of 63 existing STPs, 2 STPs are not complying with the
prescribed standards. However, these STPs are being monitored for BOD, COD, TSS

and Qil & Grease parameters but are not monitored w.r.t F.Coli parameter.

The Chairman of the Monitoring Committee directed that all the STPs should be
monitored for all the parameters including F.Coli parameter. STPs may be considered
as complaint, analysis, these meet with the standards prescribed for all the

parameters including F.Coli parameter.

3. Status of STPs in Rural Area

It was apprised that 45 villages have been identified in the catchment area of river
Ghaggar, where STPs have been proposed to be installed. As per the proposal of
Department of Panchayat, these STPs shall be completed by 31.12.2020.

4. Status of utilization of treated sewage for irrigation

It was informed that irrigation network for utilization of treated sewage of STP
Pehowa, District Kurukshetra (1.47 MLD) and STP Ladwa (1.22 MLD) in an area of 76
hectares and 63 hectares, respectively, has been laid and in operation. Treated
sewage of STP Shahabad (3 MLD) is also being utilized in 151 hectares of land for

irrigation and 5 villages have benefited due to the treated sewage of the said town.

Regarding reuse of treated sewage of other towns, policy has been prepared by
Public Health Engineering Department and Action Plan for reuse of treated
wastewater shall be modified after incorporating the inputs from the concerned
departments. The Action Plan is under preparation and shall be submitted to Hon'ble
NGT on 30.11.2019.

5. Status of water quality of river Ghaggar and comparison of water
quality of river monitored during the year 2019 as compared to the
year 2018.

The data w.r.t water quality of river Ghaggar, presented before the Executive

Committee indicated that there is improvement in the quality of river Ghaggar water

monitored during the year 2019 as compared to the monitoring data of the year 2018

at some of the initial 19 points. The water quality in river Ghaggar has been found

degraded at the point where Ghail drain meets river Ghaggar and after this point, the
water quality of the river remains degraded at all the remaining points.



6. Groundwater quality status in the vicinity of river Ghaggar

The data presented before the Monitoring Committee indicate as under:

¢ QOut of total 45 groundwater samples collected from the town Panchkula, 1
groundwater sample was found non complying.

e Qut of total 28 groundwater samples collected from Ambala town, 2
groundwater samples have been found non complying.

e QOut of total 20 groundwater samples collected from Kaithal town, 6
groundwater samples have been found non complying.

¢ Both the 2 groundwater samples collected from Jind area, have been found
non complying.

e Qut of total 39 groundwater samples collected from Fathehabad town, 14
groundwater samples have been found non complying.

e out of total 35 groundwater sample collected from Sirsa, 25 groundwater
samples have been found non complying.
The Chairman of the Monitoring Committee directed that wherever the
groundwater quality is found unfit for drinking purposes, such water sources
be capped and a display board mentioning that "water is not fit for

drinking purposes" may be placed.

y 8 Installation of OCEMS and CCTV cameras on STPs by the Department
of Local Government/PWSSB/Department of Public Health
Engineering/ any other responsible agency.

It was apprised that out of 59 OCEMS to be installed on STPs, 55 OCEMS have been

installed, out of which 49 OCEMS have their connectivity with HSPCB server.

8. Status of Monthly meeting of District level Special task Force and 3
monthly meeting of State Level Special Task Force

It was apprised that 3 quarterly meetings of State Level Special Task Force have been

held on 25.4.2019, 29.8.2019 and 22.10.2019. Further, regular monthly meetings of

District Level Special Task Force are held and minutes of the meeting are uploaded on

website of HSPCB.

The Chairman of the Monitoring Committee directed that the District Level Special Task

Force shall also visit the industries/pollution sources and action against the violating

industries/responsible agencies of STPs be recommended to HSPCB to take legal action

as per the provision of the Water Act, 1974.

0. Status of Health camps organized in the catchment area of river
Ghaggar.

It was informed that in 7 towns (Panchkula, Ambala, Kaithal, Jind, Fatehabad, Hisar and

Sirsa), 148 health camps have been organized from Jan, 2019 to Oct, 2019.



The Chairman of the Executive Committee directed that in the health checkup camps,

the patients may be examined especially for water borne diseases in the areas which

are located near the bank of river Ghaggar.

After detailed deliberations, the following directions were given by the

Chairman of the Executive Committee:

1

All the new STPs shall be installed and Commissioned within the time schedule
as mentioned at point No 1 (page 1) and these STPs shall achieve the standards
as directed by Hon'ble NGT in OA No. 1069 of 2016 in the matter of Nitin
Shankar Desh Pandey V/s Union of India and others at BOD: 10 mg/I and other
parameters.

All the STPs should be monitored for all the parameters including F. Coli
parameter. STPs may be considered complaint, only if, these meet with the
standards prescribed for all the parameters including F. Coli parameter.

All the STPs in the rural areas as proposed by the department of Panchayat shall
be completed and commissioned by 31.12.2020.

The department of Public Health Engineering shall ensure that the treated
sewage of all STPs may be utilized for gardening, construction activity and

irrigation purposes in a time bound manner.

However, regarding use of treated sewage for irrigation, its quality may be
compared with water quality as prescribed by Agriculture University of the State.

The Executive Committee has observed that water quality of river Ghaggar has
started degrading at the plant where Ghail drain meets river Ghaggar. Therefore,
the concerned department of State of Haryana shall make efforts to install the
remaining STPs and upgrade the existing STPs to meet the latest standards as
directed by Hon'ble NGT in OA no. 1069 of 2018 in a time bound manner so that
water quality in river Ghaggar may be improved.

The Chairman of the Monitoring Committee directed that wherever the
groundwater quality is found unfit for drinking purpose, such water sources be
capped and a display board mentioning that "Water is not for drinking
purpose" may be placed.

OCEMS and CCTV cameras on all the STPs and ETPs of the industries as
identified by the HSPCB should be installed by 31.12.2019. These STPs and ETPs
should have their connectivity with HSPCB server.

The District Level Special Task Force shall also visit the industries/pollution
sources and action against the violating industries/ responsible agencies of STPs
may be recommended to HSPCB to take legal action as per the provision of
Water Act, 1974.



9.

In the health check up camps, the patients may be examined especially for water

born diseases in the area which are located near the bank of river Ghaggar.

B) State of Punjab

1.

Status of installation new STPs/upgradation of STPs

30 towns are located in the catchment area of river Ghaggar.
43 STPs are required to be installed in these towns.
Presently, 20 STPs are in operation.

The status of remaining 23 STPs is as under:

v" Boha (2MLD) : 15% construction work has been completed
and it shall be commissioned by 31.7.2020.
v" Cheema (2MLD): Tender recalled second time and shall be

opened on 3.12.2019 and it shall be
commissioned by 31.3.2021.

v Bhadson (3MLD): Funds yet to be tied up. STP shall be
commissioned by 31.3.2021.

v" Nabha (12MLD): Tender shall be opened on 22.11.2019 and
STP shall be commissioned by

31.3.2021.
v Dhuri (5MLD): 20% construction work completed and STP

shall be commissioned by 31.7.2020.

v" Dhuri (6MLD): Land issue to be resolved. Matter is to be
taken up with Deputy Commissioner,
Sangrur and STP shall be commissioned by
31.3.2021.

v Sangrur (4MLD): 20% construction work completed and STP
shall be commissioned by 31.7.2020.

v Sangrur (11MLD): The case of possession of land issue is to be
sent to DC, Sangrur for price fixation.

v Bassi Pathana (3MLD): 8% construction work completed and STP
shall be commissioned by 31.7.2020.



v' Bassi Pathana (0.2MLD):

v Longwal (3MLD):

v Amloh (3MLD):

v Dera Bassi (2MLD):

v Dera Bassi (2ZMLD):

v" Lalru (1.5MLD):

v' Lalru (1MLD):

v Lalru (0.35MLD):

v Lalru(0.35MLD):
(Chaundheri, Samalheri)

v Sanour (4MLD):

v" Ghanaur (2MLD):

Processes has been started to transfer the
Govt. land. However, it was assured to
commission the STP by 31.3.2021.

Tender to be opened on 3.12.2019.
However, it was assured to commission the
STP by 31.3.2021.

Case for final approval of land is in process
in DLG office. However, assured to
commission the STP by 31.3.2021.

DNIT is under approval. However, assured
to commission the STP by 31.3.2021.

DNIT is under approval. However, assured
to commission the STP by 31.3.2021.

Land issue is pending before Hon'ble Court
of law. MC, Dera Bassi is to pursue the

matter to get the issue resolved.

DNIT is being revised. Likely to be
completed by 31.3.2021.

Technology issue has been resolved and
proposal is under preparation. Likely to be
completed by 31.3.2021.

Technology issue has been resolved and
proposal is under preparation. Likely to be
completed by 31.3.2021.

Land and funds are not available. Possibility
of covering the town under STP under Badi
Nadi and Chotti Nadi is being explored.
Likely to be completed by 31.3.2021.

DNIT has been revised and is under

approval. Likely to be completed by



v" Sirhind (2MLD):

v" Sirhind (5MLD):

v Sirhind (4MLD):

2. Upgradation of existing STPs

The status of upgradation of existing STPs which are based on old technology

31.3:2021.

Diversification of pond water is in progress.

Likely to be completed by 31.3.2021.

10% construction work completed and STP

shall be commissioned by 31.7.2020.

8% construction work completed and STP

shall be commissioned by 31.7.2020.

and capacity enhancement are mentioned as under:

Bareta (3MLD):

Bhikhi (3MLD):

Sardulagrh (4MLD):

DPR for providing STP based on new
technology is under preparation. likely to be
completed by 31.3.2021.

DPR for providing STP based on new
technology is under preparation. likely to be
completed by 31.3.2021.

DPR for providing STP based on new
technology is under preparation. likely to be
completed by 31.3.2021.

Patiala (46 to 61 MLD): It is a case of capacity enhancement. 5%

construction work has been completed
and shall be completed by 31.1.2021.

Patiala (Cantonment): Tender is under process. Likely to be

completed by 31.3.2021.

Nabha (Cantonment): DPR is under process. Likely to be completed

by 31.3.2021.

3. Performance/operational status of existing STPs

It was apprised that PPCB monitors the STPs on monthly basis and it was
observed that in the month of Sep, 2019, out of total 20 STPs, 16 STPs were
found complying with the standards and in the month of Oct, 2019, 17 STPs

were found complying with the norms.

It was further informed that legal action against the responsible agencies for

operation of STPs, which are not meeting with the standards, has been taken in

terms of either filing legal proceedings in the court law or imposing environment

compensation of suitable amount.



The Chairman of the Monitoring Committee directed that all the STPs should be
monitored for all the parameters including F.Coli parameter. STPs may be
considered as complaint, only if, these meet with the standards prescribed for all
the parameters including F.Coli parameter.

Status of STPs in Rural Area

It was informed that out of total 389 villages identified in the catchment area of
river Ghaggar, 87 villages have been covered under Phase-1 for which Rs. 26.10
crore are required and STPs in these villages shall be completed by 30.6.2020.
The representative of department of Rural Development & Panchayat informed
that STPs for 14 villages have been completed and STPs for another 14 villages
is under construction.

In the 2nd phase, 152 villages have been covered for installation of STPs. Cost of
these STPs shall be Rs. 45.6 crore and these STPs shall be completed by
30.6.2021.

In the 3rd phase, 150 villages have been covered for installation of STPs. Cost of
these STPs shall be Rs. 45 crore and these STPs shall be completed by
30.6.2022.

Status of utilization of treated sewage for irrigation

It was informed that irrigation network for 9 towns having total treated discharge

of sewage 43 MLD has been laid and an area of 1283 hectares is being irrigated.

Irrigation schemes for 2 towns having treated discharge of 10 MLD, to be used
for irrigation on the land measuring 250 hectares are under progress and shall
be completed by 30.6.2020.

There is also a proposal to utilize treated sewage of 15 towns having total
treated sewage discharge of 138.5 MLD. However, the funds have been tied up

for 3 towns only and for the remaining town funds are yet to be tied up.

Inspection of industries by PPCB

It was informed that PPCB has inspected 7 industries during the period May to
Sep, 2019 and these industries were found violating the norms and therefore,
action against these industries have been taken in terms of either imposing

environment compensation or bank guarantee of suitable amount



Status of water quality of river Ghaggar and comparison of water
quality of river monitored during the year 2019 as compared to the
year 2018.

It was informed that the water quality of river Ghaggar has been monitored at
14 locations and the quality of water in river Ghaggar has been observed to be
varied between D to E class as per the water quality criteria prescribed by CPCB.

While comparing the data w.r.t BOD parameter in the river Ghaggar water for
the months Jan to Oct of the year 2018 and 2019, it was observed that the value
of BOD at Rattanheri has been found to be reduced from 55.5 mg/l to 26.10
mg/l, whereas the said value has been increased to 33.60 mg/l at the

downstream of Sagar Para drain.

The Chairman of the monitoring Committee took the matter seriously and
constituted a committee of the following officer to carry out the detail study of
the pollution sources of State of Haryana and State of Punjab which are
responsible for contributing high value of BOD in river Ghaggar at the

downstream of Sagar Para drain and other points and other points.
1. Sh. Krunesh Garg, Member Secretary, PPCB: Head of the Committee
2. Sh. 1.C. Babu , Additional Director, CPCB: Member
3. Sh. S.S. Matharu, Environmental Engineer, PPCB: Member
4. Sh. 1.P. Singh, Environmental Engineer, HSPCB: Member
The Committee shall submit its report within one month.
Groundwater quality in the vicinity of river Ghaggar

It was apprised that CGWA has carried out groundwater sampling at 53 locations
along river Ghaggar in the month of July, 2019 and PPCB has carried out
groundwater sampling of hot-spot location and got analyzed 14 groundwater
samples. The groundwater analysis study indicated that at some points the
values of inorganic parameters like Fluoride, Chloride, Sulphate, Magnesium and
Total hardness have been found beyond the acceptable limits but within the
permissible limits.

The Chairman of the Monitoring Committee directed that wherever the
groundwater quality is found unfit for drinking purposes, such water sources be
capped and a display board mentioning that "water is not fit for drinking

purposes” may be placed.



10.

11,

Installation of OCEMS and CCTV cameras on ETPs by the industries
and STPs by the Department of Local Government/PWSSB/Department
of Public Health Engineering/ any other responsible agency.

It was informed that out of total 20 STPs, CCTV cameras have been installed on
18 STPs. Similarly, w.r.t installation of OCEMS, out of total 20 STPs, OCEMS has
been installed on 1 STP.

It was also apprised that 48 industries have been identified along river Ghaggar,
out of which 26 industries have their discharge more than 50 KLD. Out of these
26 industries, 24 industries have installed OCEMS and have their connectivity
with CPCB and PPCB server. Action against the remaining 2 industries has been
taken in terms of issuing directions under section 33A of the Water Act, 1974
against one industry and imposing environment compensation of Rs. 75000 on
the 2nd industry.

Status of Monthly meeting of District level Special task Force and 3
monthly meeting of State Level Special Task Force

It was informed that 6 meetings of State Level Special Task Force have been

held to monitor the progress on the river Ghaggar Action Plan.

Similarly 5 to 6 meetings of DLSTF have been held of District Patiala, SAS Nagar,
Sangrur and Mansa. The minutes of the meetings of DLSTF are uploaded on
PPCB website.

Status of Health camps organized in the catchment area of river
Ghaggar.

It was informed that 33 health camps have been organized in 4 districts namely
Patiala, SAS Nagar, Sangrur and Mansa. In these health camps, 2595 patients
have been checked, out of which 12 patients have been diagnosed with water
borne diseases, 31 patients with Diarrhea, vomiting and 10 patients with acute

Diarrhea.

After detailed deliberations, the following directions were given by the

Chairman of the Executive Committee:

1

All the new STPs should be installed and commissioned within the time schedule

as mentioned at point no.1, pages (5-6) as above.

The upgradation of existing STPs and enhancement of capacity in STPs shall be

made as per the time schedule mentioned at point no. 2, pages(6-7) as above.

All the STPs should be mentioned for all the parameters including F.Coli
parameter. STPs may be considered complaint, only if, these meet with the

standards prescribed for all the parameters including F.Coli parameter.

10



All the STPs, to be installed in rural areas, should be installed as per proposal
made by the department of rural development and Panchayat and these may be
installed before 31.3.2021.

The treated sewage of the town and rural areas may be utilized for irrigation
purposes. The necessary irrigation schemes may be prepared and implemented
by the department of soil and Water conservation/department of water resource

in a time bound manner.

However, regarding use of treated sewage for irrigation, its quality may be

compared with water quality as prescribed by Agriculture University of the State.

PPCB shall increase the surveillance of industries by way be making surprise
inspections/random checking of industries and legal action including imposing of

environment compensation may be taken against the defaulting industries.

While comparing the data w.r.t BOD parameter in the river Ghaggar water for
the months Jan to Oct of the year 2018 and 2019, it was observed that the value
of BOD at Rattanheri has been found to be reduced from 55.5 mg/l to 26.10
mg/l, whereas the said value has been increased to 33.60 mg/l at the

downstream of Sagar Para drain.

The Chairman of the Monitoring Committee took the matter seriously and constituted a

committee of the following officers to carry out a detailed study of the pollution sources

of State of Haryana and State of Punjab which are responsible for contributing high

value of BOD in river Ghaggar at the downstream of Sagar Para drain and other points.

1. Sh. Krunesh Garg, Member Secretary, PPCB: Head of the Committee
2. Sh. J.C. Babu , Additional Director, CPCB: Member

3. Sh. S.S. Matharu, Environmental Engineer, PPCB: Member

4, Sh. 1.P. Singh, Environmental Engineer, HSPCB: Member.

The Committee shall submit its report within one month.

8.

The Chairman of the Monitoring Committee directed that wherever the
groundwater quality is found unfit for drinking purposes, such water sources be
capped and a display board mentioning that "water is not fit for drinking

purposes" may be placed.

CCTV Cameras should be installed on the remaining 3 STPs by 30.11.2019 and
OCEMS on all the 20 STPs should be installed by 31.03.2020.




10.

11

12,

OCEMS in the remaining industries should be installed by 31.12.2019, failing
which suitable directions be issued under the provisions of Water Act, 1974

including imposing of environment compensation of suitable amount.

The District Level Task Force shall also visit the industries/pollution sources on
monthly bases and legal action against the violating industries/responsible
agencies for other pollution sources may be recommended to PPCB to take

action under the provisions of Water Act, 1974.

In health checkup camps, the patients may be diagnosed especially for water

borne diseases in the areas which are located near the bank of River Ghaggar.

(Dr. Babu Ram)
Member,
Executive Committee

Minutes approved.

( Justice Pritam Pal )
Former Judge, Punjab and Haryana High Court,
Chairman of the Executive Committee
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